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Summary of Major Findings
No change in the prevalence and 
severity of dental caries in the 
primary dentition
Caries in the permanent dentition 
continued to decline
Large and important increase in the 
use of dental sealants
Despite gains in dental caries, 
disparities associated with 
race/ethnicity, poverty status, level 
of education and smoking status 
remain CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL

AND PREVENTION



Moved away from target                             Moved toward target                             Met target 

Focus Area 21.  Midcourse Status Oral Health  
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21-6.    Early detection of oral and pharyngeal cancers  (1990-95, 1996-2000)  

21-1.   Dental caries experience (1988-94, 1999-2002)
a.   2-4 years  

b.   6-8 years       

c.  15 years          

21-2.   Untreated dental decay (1988-94, 1999-2002)
a.  2-4 years 

b.  6-8 years    

c.  15 years    

d.  35-44 years    

21-3.   No permanent tooth loss due to caries or periodontal disease: 35-44 years 
(1988-94, 1999-2002)

21-4.   Complete tooth loss:  65-74 years (1988-94, 1999-2002) 

21-5b.  Destructive periodontal disease: 35-44 years (1988-94, 1999-2000)

(See notes at end of chart on next slide.)
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Percent of targeted change achieved

21-8.     Dental sealants  (1988-94, 1999-2002)
a.  8 years

b.  14 years

NOTES:  Tracking data for Objectives 21-5a, 21-7, 21-11, 21-13a, 21-13b, 21-15, 21-16, and 21-17a are unavailable.  

Years in parentheses represent the baseline data year and the most recent data year used to compute the 
percent of the Healthy People 2010 target achieved.                      

Percent of targeted change achieved = Most recent value – baseline value——————————————
Year 2010 target – baseline value X 100( )

* Percent of target achieved cannot be calculated.

*, 1
21-17b.  Indian Health Service and Tribal 

dental programs   (2003, 2004)

21-9.    Community water fluoridation (1992, 2002)

21-10.  Annual dental visits:  2+ years (1996, 2002)

21-12.   Annual dental services:  low-income, < 19 years  (1996, 2002)

21-14.   Community-based oral health services  (1997, 2003)

1The most recent value is 8; the baseline and target values are 9.
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FRL & Untreated Decay

R2 = 0.4458
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Source: USDA, National Oral Health Surveillance System



FRL & Caries Experience

R2 = 0.3326
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FRL & Dental Sealants

R2 = 0.233
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Prevalence of dental caries in permanent teeth* 
among children and adolescents aged 6-19 years

United States, 1988-1994 and 1999-2002
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FACING REALITY
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Let’s Determine
Will we make it?

How do we get there?

Who is going to pay?

Where does each state stand?

What works?



THANK YOU!
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